
The Local Offer:  Support for children with Special Educational Needs or 
Disabilities at   Parklands Community Primary School 2018-2019 

Back ground: The Children and Families Act 2014   

The Children and Families Act 2014 takes forward the Coalition Government’s commitments 
to improve services for vulnerable children and support families. It underpins wider reforms 
to ensure that all children and young people can succeed, no matter what their background. 
The Bill reformed the systems for adoption, looked after children, family justice and special 
educational needs.  
 The Government has transformed the system for children and young people with special 
educational needs (SEN), including those who are disabled; so that services consistently 
support the best outcomes for them. The Bill extended the SEN system from birth to 25, giving 
children, young people and their parents/carers greater control and choice in decisions and 
ensuring needs are properly met.  
 It takes forward the reform programme set out in ‘Support and Aspiration: A new approach 
to special educational needs and disability: Progress and next steps;’  by… 

• replacing statements and learning difficulty assessments with a new birth to 25 
Education, Health and Care Plan 

• Extending rights and protections to young people in further education and training 
and offering families personal budgets so that they have more control over the 
support they need 

• Improving cooperation between all the services that support children and their 
families,   particularly requiring local authorities and health authorities to work 
together 
 

What is the local offer?  
The local offer is a key requirement of the government reforms within the Children and 
Families Act 2014. Each Local Authority (LA) is required to collaborate with children and 
young people with SEND and those caring for them, to co-produce a local offer. This offer 
provides information about the services available to support disabled children and children 
with SEND and their families and demonstrate how these services can be accessed and what 
can be expected from them. Each school is required to contribute to this offer by publishing 
the details of how they endeavour to support and enhance the learning experience for 
pupils with SEND.  The intention is that this easy to understand information sets out what 
you and your child can expect from the school, in response to the individual attributes and 
challenges they face. In order to communicate this offer effectively, 14 questions have been 
devised in consultation with parents, carers and other agencies. These questions reflect 
their concerns and interests and answers to them are intended to provide the essential 
information you need to plan for the best learning experience for your child. 
 



Whilst providing useful information, we are aware that the answer to these questions cannot 
replace the understanding you will gain from a visit to the school and discussion with the 
school SENCo. We welcome visits to the school and the opportunity to meet your child, 
discuss their particular strengths and the challenges they might face.  



The Parklands Community Primary School local offer 
 
1. How does the school know if pupils need extra help and what should I do if I think my 

child may have special educational needs? 
Pupil progress is assessed and monitored throughout their school career by class teachers; 
the school leadership team and the SENCo. Information is collected using various tools 
including targeted assessments, assessing early learning goals and progress towards 
achievement of end of year objectives, using the O track assessment tool. If expected 
progress is not being made, additional in class support is offered and an action plan created 
to show how this support will be delivered and monitored. Often this is sufficient to bridge 
the gap; however some pupils require further support and intervention. 
If this is the case we will talk with you to agree the next steps. Various screening checks 
are available to help us identify areas of strength and specific gaps in learning. This can be 
completed by the SEND team in school or through the involvement of outside agencies 
such as the Educational Psychology Service or Speech and Language Therapist. Through 
assessment and observation, a detailed picture of the pupils strengths and learning needs 
can be established, which is used to inform the delivery of suitable support or intervention. 
 

2. How will early years and the school support my child? 
In order to help children who have special educational needs, the school will offer support 
that can develop as needed; providing increasing specialist expertise to bear on the 
challenges a child may be experiencing. The school will record the steps taken to meet the 
needs of each pupil. 
The pathway to additional support is likely be different for each pupil as their needs change 
as they progress through school and therefore identification takes place at different points 
in their school career.   

Having identified a child’s individual learning needs, they are matched to specific 
interventions which will provide additional support and personalised learning 
opportunities, designed to close the gap. The impact of these individual and group 
interventions are evaluated each term to ensure pupils make the best progress they are 
capable of.  

This targeted provision is planned, delivered and monitored by the SEND team including 
the SENCo, HLTA and Learning Mentor; as well as class teachers and teaching assistants. 
SEND provision is recorded and monitored using a provision map, individual and group 
learning plans.  
 

3. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 
Quality teaching is essential to meet the needs of all children. Thorough, appropriately 
differentiated planning is used to support the learning needs of all pupils and will involve 
a range of learning styles, targeted teaching assistant support, teacher guided groups and 
the use of effective learning resources and ongoing assessment for learning.  
The range of resources that are available is considerable and can range from a simple word 
mat to an iPad, a pencil grip to a walking frame. 

A wide range of out of class interventions are also used in school to support learning when 
class based action does not fully meet a pupil’s learning needs. 



4. How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s 
learning? 

An overview of your child’s topic plan is published at the start of each term. This overview 
includes specific information about the steps you can take to support your child through 
the topic. We hold regular teacher-parent consultations to review the progress and 
attainment your child has made and agree future targets together.  
If you have minor concerns, the class teachers and the SENCo are available in the 
playground for informal discussions at the start of each day. If you have more significant 
concerns you will need to make an appointment with the appropriate member of staff to 
ensure they are available and have the correct information to hand. 
The school holds periodic parent forums for all parents wishing to share information and 
experiences, including those whose child is not recorded as requiring SEN support. On 
occasions, other agencies are available at these events; such as the West Sussex Parent 
Carer Forum or Speech and Language Therapy Team. 
If your child has a statement of SEN or an Education Health and Care Plan, an annual review 
will be held to consider the impact of current provision and future plans.  
Some pupils benefit from regular communication between home and school and a home-
school communication book is used to record significant events and achievements. This 
also helps to provide a consistent approach in both settings.   
 

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall well being 
The safety and well being of all pupils forms the foundation of all we do in school. We strive 
to see each child reach their potential in an environment where they know they are safe, 
valued and accepted. As a team, the experienced teachers, support staff, learning mentor 
and Senior Leadership Team, work to create an ethos where pupils want to learn and 
achieve and where they know they are supported and encouraged as they face different 
challenges and set backs. 
The teaching and learning policy states “Our vision for the school is that Parklands will 
empower children to become happy, confident successful citizens by providing a well 
rounded education where everybody is valued. Our school aims to provide the best possible 
education for children based on high quality teaching and learning.” 

 
6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

The Parklands School community includes pupils with hearing impairment, visual 
impairment, Down Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, Autistic Spectrum Condition and Speech, 
language and communication difficulties. The proportion of pupils with a statement of 
special educational needs or Education Health and Care Plan is above average because 
the school includes a local authority designated Special Support Centre (SSC)  
The overall aim of the SSC provision is to support each pupil’s development academically, 
socially and emotionally, through a balanced exposure to life in mainstream classes and 
individual or small group support from SSC staff, in order to maximise inclusion. In the 
SSC the children follow the National Curriculum with all aspects of teaching and learning 
being planned and personalised to ensure the children have learning targets to support 
their specific needs. Lessons are taught in small groups or one to one by teaching and 
support staff, working in collaboration with other professionals such as the Speech and 
Language Therapist. Each child has a supported integration programme giving them as 
much time as possible to work within mainstream classes every week. As the SSC is a 



Local Authority additionally resourced base, admission to the SSC is through the LA and 
children come from a wide geographical area. 
The school has been awarded the Autism Aware, Healthy Schools, and an International 
Schools awards. 

 
Support for pupils can be provided by a variety of specialist health and education services 
including… 
Health services: Including Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
Physiotherapy, Clinical Psychology, School Nurses, paediatric Community Nurses and 
child and adolescent mental health service.  
Education services: Educational Psychology Services, SEN team, Inclusion and learning 
Support team, Social Communication Team. 
Social Care:  Integrated Services, Integrated Prevention and Earliest Help Service, Social 
Services, Think Family, Home Start and others 
Parent/Carer support: SENDIAS, West Sussex Parent Carer Forum 
SEN support: National Association for Special Educational Needs, The Autistic Society, 
NOVIO (local SEN hub)  

 
7. What training have the staff supporting children with SEND had or are having? 

Each staff member undergoes a program of continual professional development. This 
includes in-service training days, performance management reviews, lesson observation, 
work scrutiny and staff meetings. In addition, training in the following areas has been 
completed. 
 
Safeguarding 
Down Syndrome Education 
Speech and Language therapy 
Team Teach – positive handling training to manage and deescalate challenging behaviour 
Makaton signing 
Every Child Counts 
Autism Awareness  
Manual Handling 
Occupational Therapy  
National SEN training: The National Award for Special Educational Needs Coordination 
National Association for Special Educational Needs Conference 
Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)  
English as an additional Language 
Numicon maths system  
Regular training and monitoring by Portsmouth Down Syndrome Association  
Read Write Inc Phonics 
Talk for writing 
Narrative therapy  
Visits to other settings 
 
 
 

 



8. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 
The school is committed to providing effective learning opportunities for all pupils. As 
outlined in the National Curriculum statement on inclusion, the school aims to:  
• Set suitable learning challenges  
• Respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs  
• Overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of 

pupils 
 
This is made explicit in our school aims. “We aim to enable all children to achieve to their 
full potential. We recognise that every child is an individual with differing needs and we are 
committed to supporting these. We do this within our wider commitment to equal 
opportunities.” 
Staff will communicate regularly with the parents of pupils with additional needs and seek 
the views of the pupils themselves on a regular basis. Parents/carers and pupils will be 
involved, for example in review meetings and transition planning. All pupils will be 
encouraged to take part in the school and class councils and if necessary adult support will 
be provided to enable this to happen.  
The views of all stakeholders with additional needs will be considered when reviewing or 
creating school policies and procedures. They will be invited to take part in the 
development and monitoring of our schemes and action plans. 

 
9. How accessible is the school? 

The school building is accessible to wheelchair users with level access and automatic doors 
into reception. Where required, there are ramps to access and leave the building and doors 
are wide enough for wheelchair access. There are disabled toilet facilities which include a 
hoist, swan toilet chair and changing bench. The new school building has a lift for access 
to the first floor teaching areas.  
Some of the school staff are trained in Makaton signing and the use of PECS (picture 
exchange communication system). We work closely with the social communication, 
sensory support and occupational therapy teams to ensure appropriate accessibility for all. 
The school has achieved the Autism Aware Award. 
 

10. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new 
school or the next stage of education and life? 

When a child joins the school, a transition program appropriate to their needs is devised, 
in consultation with the pupil, parents, carers and school. For many, a single pre-visit and 
information pack is all they require before starting at the school. Others may require visits 
to their current placement by teaching and support staff, a number of pre-visits, a social 
story or graduated timetable upon joining.  An individual transition programme is created 
in consultation with those concerned to reduce potential anxiety, uncertainty and distress. 
This process is supported by obtaining the information required to support the pupil and 
ensure their current levels of progress and attainment are maintain and extend. 
Transition to the next setting will follow a similar pattern of pre-visits, information sharing 
and a graduated transition. 
 

 



11.  How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special education 
needs? 

The resources for all pupils are administered by the school business manager, in line with 
the budget set by the Head Teacher and Governors. Specific learning resources are 
allocated by class teachers, subject leaders and the SEN team. The targeted allocation of 
resources is dictated by individual needs and the statutory requirements of a statement 
of SEN or EHCP. The guiding principle is for all pupils to be able to access their learning 
effectively and by so doing make good progress.  
Effective and open communication between all stakeholders is fundamental for the 
successful realisation of this principle, with the desired outcomes for the pupil at the 
centre. 
 

12. How are the decisions made about what type and how much support my child will 
receive? 

Having identified the strengths and gaps in learning, the desired outcomes for your child 
is the starting point for making decisions about the types of support they will receive. 
With an agreed set of outcomes in place, the support, resources and time scales required 
to realise those outcomes can be established together.  

 
13. How are parents involved in the school? How can I be involved? 

Parents play a vital role in the life of the school as Governors, part of the Parklands 
School Association (for parents/carers and teachers,) readers, supporting pupils 1:1, 
helping at or leading after school clubs, as librarians, meal supervisors, volunteers on 
school trips and more.  
In Early Years, the personalised learning journal for each child is created using a secure 
online system. These journals are the product of cooperation between home and school 
as both parents/carers and school staff can contribute photographs and comments.   
 

14. Who can I contact for further information? 
School staff can be contacted in the following ways. 
Address:  
Parklands Community Primary School, Durnford Close, Chichester, West Sussex. PO19 
3AG.  
Telephone:   
01243 788630 
Email: 
Class teachers  Various  office@parklands.w-sussex.sch.uk 
Head Teacher  Miss A Henham  head@parklands.w-sussex.sch.uk 
SENCo   Miss N Marley  senco@parklands.w-sussex.sch.uk 

 
 

 

 

 



There are many SEN terms that are abbreviated and can be confusing. This is a list of the 
most commonly used abbreviations you may hear. 

ASC 
Autistic Spectrum Condition (often known as ASD Autistic Spectrum Disorder)   Pupils who 
have a diagnosed social communication need and find it difficult to understand and use non-
verbal and verbal communication 
Asperger's syndrome 
Pupils on the autism spectrum, higher functioning 
BESD 
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulty. Pupils whose behaviour or social needs present 
a barrier to learning 
CAMHS 
Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service 
CASPA 
Comparative & Analysis Special Pupil Attainment 
CF 
Cystic Fibrosis 
DCD 
Development Co-ordination Difficulty. Also termed Dyspraxia 
Dyscalculia 
Pupils having difficulty in acquiring mathematical skills 
Dyslexia 
Pupils having a marked and persistent difficulty in learning to read, write and spell, despite 
progress in other areas 
Dyspraxia 
Pupils with impairment of gross and fine motor skills 
EAL 
English as an additional Language 
EHCP 
Education, Health and Care Plan. The replacement for a statement of special educational 
needs which details a pupil’s individual needs and the outcome we are working together to 
fulfil 
EMAT 
Ethnic Minority Achievement Team 
EPS 
Educational Psychology Service 
EWO 
Educational Welfare Officer 
HI 
Hearing Impaired 
HLTA 
Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
Inclusion 
School provides flexible curriculum and increased capacity to meet needs of all pupils 
Integration 
Where a child fits into existing school provision and curriculum 



LA 
Local Authority 
MLD 
Moderate Learning Difficulties. Pupils whose attainments are significantly below expected 
levels in most areas of the curriculum 
NASEN 
National Association for Special Educational Needs 
P Scales 
Performance descriptors. A common basis for measuring the progress of pupils working up 
to level 1 in all subjects of the National Curriculum 
PD 
Physical Disability 
PLP 
Personal Learning Plan. The details of a pupils individual needs, achievements and targets 
for the coming term and beyond. Developed in collaboration with parents, teachers and 
SENCo 
Portage 
Home-based pre-school education for children with development delay, disabilities or any 
other special educational needs 
Inclusion 
School provides flexible curriculum and increased capacity to meet needs of all pupils 
Integration 
Where a child fits into existing school provision and curriculum 
SALT 
Speech and Language Therapist 
SEN Code of Practice 
Practical guidance to LEAs and the governing bodies of all maintained schools 
SEN 
Special Educational Needs 
SEND 
Special Educational Needs and Disability 
SENCo 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
SEN Support 
The single category used to categorise pupils who have special educational needs and 
require a curriculum and support that is different from their mainstream peers 
SLCN 
Speech, Language and Communication Needs. Pupils may have difficulty in understanding 
and / or making others understand information conveyed through spoken language 
SpLD 
Specific Learning Difficulties. A descriptor covering Dyslexia, Dyscalculia and Dyspraxia 
SLCN 
Speech, Language and Communication needs 
Statement of Special Educational Needs 
Legally enforceable document that describes the special educational needs of the child and 
how these needs will be met 
 



Statutory Assessment  
Multi-disciplinary assessment by the LA of a child’s educational need 
SSS 
Specialist Support Service 
STS 
Specialist Teaching Service 
TA/LSA 
Teaching Assistant/Learning Support Assistant. Interchangeable terms for support staff 
TES 
Traveller Educational Service 
VI 
Visually Impaired 
Wave 3 
Specific targeted approaches for pupils with SEN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


