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Year 1  
  

Dear Parents/Carers,  
Phonics Reading Books 

 
Year 1 will now be sent home a reading book specifically linked to the phonic sounds that they are 
learning in school. Children will still keep their colour coded free choice books and it is equally important 
to read both books at home regularly.  
 
The phonics book is laid out slightly differently to a normal reading book and there are several different 
parts where you can help your child and encourage them to use their phonic knowledge.  
 
Below is the order we read the book at school: 
 

1. Children will use a pointer (finger/wand/pencil/lollipop stick) to go over the speed sounds. This 

should be quick recall of the phonemes (sounds) they have learnt already. 

2. Children sound out the green words; they may need a little help with the new vocabulary. 

3. The red words cannot be sounded out. They may know some of them but you may need to read 

them and they will repeat them back to you (we like to do it using silly voices!). 

4. Read the introduction to the children and discuss the question at the bottom. What do they 

think will happen in the story? 

5. Look at the vocabulary check together and explain any words they do not understand. There is 

also punctuation at the bottom of the page and children should look out for this and use it when 

reading the story. 

6. Children then read the story independently and you help them if needed. 

7. At the back of the book there are ‘Questions to talk about’ and ‘Questions to read and answer’. 

This is to check the children’s understanding of the story. They can do all this verbally; they do 

not need to write any answers down unless they want to. 

8. The speed words at the end are words that they should be able to read on sight. We play games 

such as bingo and snap with these words. 

This is a lot of activities to do with one book!   Do what you feel is appropriate with your child (one or 
two activities an evening may be enough).  Please remember to write what you have done with your 
child in their planner so that we can continue with the next activity at school. 
 
Thank you in advance for your help and support.  Enjoy reading! 
If you have any questions, please ask your child’s class teacher or a member of the Year 1 team. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs Kiedyk                                   Miss Grand                                       Mrs O’Boyle  Mrs Mainwaring 
Year 1 Teachers 
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