


Aims of the Session

• To gain an insight into the phonics learning 
your child undertakes in school.

• To discuss the importance of 
parents/carers in children’s 
learning and possible ways to 
support your child’s learning 
at home.
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Twinkl 

Phonics 

Level

Number of 

Teaching 

Weeks

Recommended 

Year Group (UK 

schools)

Age of 

Children

Level 1 36 Nursery/Preschool 3-4 years

Level 2 6 Reception 4-5 years

Level 3 12 Reception 4-5 years

Level 4 4 Reception 4-5 years

Level 5 30 Year 1 5-6 years

Level 6 30 Year 2 6-7 years

How do we teach Twinkl Phonics?

Sounds are taught in a 
prescribed order 
across the scheme to 
ensure children are 
building on previous 
knowledge.

In order to ensure all 
children make 
progress intervention 
groups run to close 
any gaps of 
knowledge.



What Are the 7 Aspects of Level 1?
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Level 2

o identify the phoneme when 

shown any Level 2 grapheme;

o identify any Level 2 grapheme 

when they hear the phoneme;

o orally blend and segment CVC 

words such as, ‘sat’ and ‘pat’;

o blend sounds to read VC words 

such as, ‘if’, ‘am’, ‘on’ and ‘up’;

o segment VC words into their sounds to 

spell them (using magnetic letters);

o read the tricky words (words that cannot be 

sounded out): the, to, I, no, go.

Level 2 is taught in 

Reception.

By the end of Level 2, 

children will have 

had the opportunities 

to:
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Level 2
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Level 3

Level 3 is taught in 

Reception.

By the end of Level 3, 

children will have had 

the opportunities to:

o say the phoneme when shown all or 

most Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes; 

o find all or most Level 2 and Level 3 

graphemes, from a display, when 

given the phoneme; 

o blend and read CVC words (single-syllable words 

consisting of Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes) 

such as ‘chop’ and ‘night’; 

o segment and make phonetically plausible 

attempts at spelling CVC words (single-syllable 

words consisting of Level 2 and Level 3 

graphemes) such as ‘paid’ and ‘seed’; 

o read the tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, 

my, you, her, they, all, are & spell the tricky words 

- the, to, I, no, go;

o write each letter correctly 

when following a model.
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Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics
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Level 4

o give the phoneme when shown any 

Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme; 

o find any Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme 

when given the phoneme; 

o blend and read words containing adjacent 

consonants as well as segment and spell words 

containing adjacent consonants such as, ‘sand’, 

‘bench’ and ‘flight’;

o read the tricky words - some, one, said, come, 

do, so, were, when, have, there, out, like, little, 

what & spell the tricky words - he, she, we, me, 

be, was, my, you, here, they, all, are; 

o write each letter, usually 

using the correct formation; 

o orally segment words into phonemes.

Level 4 is taught in 

Reception.

By the end of Level 4, 

children will have had 

the opportunities to:

No new sounds are taught in level 4.
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Level 5
Level 5 is taught in 

Year 1.

By the end of Level 5, 

children will have 

had the opportunities 

to:

o give the phoneme, when shown any grapheme that 

has been taught; 

o for any given phoneme, write the common graphemes; 

o apply phonics knowledge and skills as the primary 

approach to reading and spelling unfamiliar words that 

are not completely decodable; 

o read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and 

three syllable words such as ‘dolphin’ and ‘fantastic’;

o read automatically all taught tricky and common 

exception words; 

o accurately spell all the Level 2, 3 and 4 tricky words 

and most of the common exception words for reading; 

o form each letter correctly; 

o use alternative ways of pronouncing and representing 

the long vowel phonemes.



Level 5 Mnemonics

The new sound is displayed within a word linked to the mnemonic for Level 5. 



Level 6

o read accurately most words of two or more syllables; 

o read most words containing common suffixes; 

o read most common exception words; 

o read most words accurately, in age-appropriate books, 

without overt sounding and blending, fluent enough to 

allow them to focus on their understanding rather than 

on decoding individual words; 

o sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without 

undue hesitation; 

o segment spoken words into phonemes and represent 

these by graphemes, spelling many of these words 

correctly and making phonetically plausible attempts 

at others; 

Level 6 is taught in 

Year 2.

By the end of Level 6, 

children will have had 

the opportunities to:

o spell most common exception words correctly.

At this stage, children can read 

hundreds of words automatically. 

They are now reading for 

pleasure and reading to learn 

rather than learning to read.



Level 6 Mnemonics



There are many words 
that cannot be 
blended or segmented 
because they are 
irregular.  
In                 they 

are red words called 
common exception 
words or ‘tricky 
words’.     









Phonics 
Terminology



Successful Daily Teaching

Phonics lesson structure

Consistency and pace are key.  

• Revisit and review (rapid recall)

• Teach (new GPCs & CEW)

• Practise (blending and segmenting in context)

• Apply (reading or writing a sentence)

Grouping Children across KS1 and continual assess



Guided Reading
The children will take part in guided reading sessions 
daily with the class teacher and other adults within school.  
They will have three opportunities to decode, develop 
their fluency and comprehension skills with the adults and 
then other sessions to develop a love of reading.  

The class teacher will 
select a book 
appropriate to your 
child’s phonics level that 
they will work on for 
that week.









• Get into the habit of pronouncing the phonemes 
(sounds) in the correct way

• Practise the phonemes, digraphs etc. together
• Use them to make different words at home and 

play phonics games
• Play bingo games or pairs with key words
• Play hunt the word round the house e.g. hide the 

key words and then ask them to go and find 
each one by saying the word you want them to 
find.

• Model writing and encourage your child to write 
with you – shopping lists, sentences etc.

• Take a trip to the library the


